Abstract-Structuralism and post-structuralism criticisms are scientific, novel methods of studying Persian stories through which the coherent structure which is intertwined in the story can be revealed. Binary oppositions are basic concepts which exist in structural and post-structural criticism. According to these theories, there are two major functions for the text that advance the story. These binary oppositions can be found in all parts of Masnavi. The authors tried, in this study, first to analyze the lexical meanings of binary oppositions and then to examine the binary oppositions in Masnavi.
I. INTRODUCTION
The structuralism theory, as one of the most significant theories in the twentieth century, has been an active area in all fields of humanities in general, and in literature, anthropology, and linguistics, in particular. It has been an appealing, efficient, and popular style in the analytic criticism. This style was first created from the linguistic viewpoints of Ferdinand De Saucer about the general rules of the language and their discovery through synchronic study, and was applied, then, to other fields as well (Meghdadi, 2000) .
In structural analyses, there are two major styles derived from Saussure theories about syntagmatic and paradigmatic pivots (Propp, 1990) .Sequential structural analyses are Propp"s structural style which has been formed based on the sequence of events; a term derived from syntax. On the other hand, Strauss"s style is called vertical analysis which is a concept derived from the vertical analysis of the language (ibid).
According to Strauss, synchronic structural analysis merely shows the obvious side of the text, whereas in diachronic analysis, the "hidden side" of the story is indicated (ibid).
There are some points to be taken into account in structural analysis: -Extracting the components of the text -Discovering the relationships among the components -Indicating an implication within the generality of the text (Goldman, 1991) According to Strauss, structure includes some characteristics: A: It is like a system in which a change in each part would result in change in other parts as well B: Every structure can be changed into a frequent structure of its type C: In the light of the above feature, it can be predicted that if there are changes in one or more elements of the structural elements, the whole structure would react (Azad Barmaki, 2003) .
A. Binary Oppositions in Criticism
One of the most important applications in structural and post-structural criticism is binary opposition in which the essence of everything is revealed through opposition with another thing that has no quality at all, and the perception of every subcategory is related to its distinction with another object. This kind of distinction is interpreted as opposition. Our knowledge about things depends on our knowledge about what is in opposition with them. (Caddon, 1999) Strauss"s investigation about cooking is based on oppositions such as raw and cooked, fresh and rotten, and rare and well-done. Such relationships do not reflect the fact which is imposed on the mind, but reflect the structures that encourage the human mind fundamentally to rank its world. Structure and meaning exist, but there are no compatibility necessarily. Strauss believed that, behind all cultural activities, we can find a deep structure in binary oppositions which reflect the general structure of the human mind (Dan, 2005) . Zimel considers the binary oppositions as a solution to the oppositions in order to achieve the planned integrity (Azad Barmaki, 2003) .
Whitehead asserts that the world is binary because, in the deepest meaning possible, it is both transient and eternal. The universe is binary because every fact is both material and mental. The universe is binary because each of its facts necessitates analysis. It is binary for, in every event, the formal pursuit and unity is unified with the objective"s independence. The world is infinite because it should be ideally analyzed into various ultimate facts or as Descartes states "into various facts". The universe is unique because of its single appearance and totality. Thus, there is an opposition between infiniteness and unity. Throughout the world, the unity of the mutual affairs is predominant and this results in opposition (Whitehead, 1993) .
Ghazali, in Meshkatol Anvar, suggests that if darkness and devil have not appeared, we would not have been aware of light. The realization of deficiency is the first step toward perfection (Ghazali, 2011) . The trace of binary oppositions can be found in the majority of the structuralists" viewpoints, especially among narratalogists. According to Roland Barthes, the most fundamental concept for structuralism is binary opposition (Barthes, 1992) .
B. Binary Oppositions in Post-structuralism
Post-structuralism, especially Derrida"s deconstructionism which is part of post-structuralism, plays a critical role and is considered a key concept. The difference, however, is that it has been looked upon critically. Derrida, using structuralism against self-structuralism, takes the western binary oppositions (i.e. speech, self, life, father, and light against writing, body, death, mother, and darkness) and deconstruct them without reaching a higher synthesis. He indicates how these binary oppositions result in closures or puzzles that should be tolerated in an unending experience other than overcoming them (Dan, 2003) . Basically, Derrida, in his deconstruction, believes in subverting hierarchies and bases in binary oppositions (Meghdadi, 2000) . With major changes Jacques Derrida (born in 1930) made in Western discipline in 1960s, the concept of binary oppositions underwent a fundamental change as well (ibid).
Post-structuralists partially criticized the rules that structuralists had firmly proposed for binary oppositions and this is a better reason for its centrism. Now, adopting Strauss and Barthes, we examine the binary oppositions governing the structure of Masnavi stories.
Opposition of soul/self Rumi, in the beautiful story of "the king and the handmaiden", bases the story on the binary opposition of soul/self. The center of Rumi"s attention is demonstrating the two sides of opposition in the real context. The acting of the characters of the story and the events concerning the binary opposition of soul/self occurs quite artistically. The king is enchanted by a bondwoman. But, it in a short time, the handmaiden gets sick and the king summons all the skilled doctors, who are dependent on their wisdom and knowledge and create another kind of opposition with spiritual doctor to treat the handmaiden, while they ignore the ordinance of the Almighty. However, the more they try, the more the patient gets worse. When the king gets disappointed with all the natural treatments, he turns to God. While he is praying, he falls asleep and he is called in the dream that the skilled spiritual doctor comes to you and cures the handmaiden The spiritual doctor declares the cause of the disease is that the she is in love with a goldsmith in Samarkand. He summons the goldsmith and arranges their marriage. They live happily with each other for six months. Then, the spiritual doctor, by God"s order, gives a deadly poison the goldsmith by which the beauty and appeal of the merchant diminishes and gradually he loses his appeal to her. Rumi"s interpretation of this story is that, the king is the symbol of the soul. The proud doctors are the symbol of minor wisdom, the handmaiden is the symbol of beastly desires, the goldsmith is the symbol of the world, and the spiritual doctor represents general wisdom or real mentor. By taking a look at the characters of the story, it can be observed that what is fixed in the mind of the reader is the soul/self hierarchy that Rumi criticizes its existence in the human being and summons the audience to accompany.
In Strauss analyzes the binary oppositions based on the agreement among tensions which gives a more practical existentialism color to it; for example, life and death may be in opposition with each other, but the concept of the life after death can intervene the two opposing issues (Dan, 2005) . Now, if we have a closer examination of the structure of the story of the king and the bondwoman, we can realize that Rumi has used binary opposition to convey his intended meaning to the reader, create the desired reaction in the audience, and direct him to that particular spiritual and moral context. In the king and the bondwoman and its spiritual interpretation, the symbols of self, wisdom, and love are discussed. Three dimensions of competition among lover, beloved, and rival leads to the binary graph and balance between lover and beloved and consequently ends in either the unification of the lover and beloved or their death.
Existence/nonexistence opposition
The most important opposition which is the basis of every opposition in the realm of creation and developmental world as well as in the world of mind and science is the opposition of existence and nonexistence. The first and the last category of Parmenides philosophy is existence category. It states that whatever exists has existence and whatever does not exist is not created. Existence does not vanish and non-existence does not come to life. Whatever exists will be quiet and easy in the world and will not change (Jones, 1970) . Rumi is one of the Sufis that has used non-existence in opposition with existence. He has conveyed his theosophical and moral intentions in a line using binary oppositions:
Life Figure/ sense The opposition between figure and sense is one of the pillars of Rumi"s doctrines that should be remembered forever. He mentions this opposition in many various topics and contexts and in majority of the figures of speech as well as different symbols. In fact, there is no specific reason for naming the fundamental opposition within the world to the opposition between figure and sense except that these two terms have the widest function from among all pairs of opposition terms that Rumi has used.
JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE TEACHING AND RESEARCH
Rumi regards a basic distinction between figure and sense. Figure is the external aspect and sense is the hidden internal fact. Eventually, sense is what is evident to God and since God is beyond every remuneration, in the final analysis, sense is nothing but God. "Shadow which is figure is an indication for sun which is sense".
What is form in the presence of reality? Very feeble. "tis the reality of the sky that keeps it upside down (like an inverted cup)
The 
its inward says, "look well before and behind!" Its outward is denying and says that the inward is naught; its inward says, "we will show (thee the truth), wait and see!"
(Masnavi, book IV, p. 1009-10)
The more perfect he is in worldly science, the more backward he is in reality and the more forward in appearance.
One needs a knowledge whereof the root is Yonder, inasmuch as every branch is a guide to its root. Why should every wing fly across the breadth of the Sea? Only the esoteric knowledge will bear thee to the presence (of God).
(Masnavi, Book III, p. 1117&1124-25)
Good/ Evil
The most evident and annoying opposition existing in the universe is the opposition between Good and Evil. However, the absolute virtue can be found in God. Evil and its various levels are originated from diminishing the light of Goodness due to getting far from the origin. In this world, affairs are relatively not absolute Good or Devil because no absolute quality can exist. Objects and affairs are considered Good or Evil in comparison with us, not compared to God because before God, everything does the same thing; revealing the hidden treasure. Rumi discovers the opposition of virtue and vice and fully understands this point that if there were no Evil in the world, most of the God"s epithets such as forgiveness and revenge could not manifest themselves at all. One of the primary concepts that human has had opposition with from the beginning of his existence is the opposition between Adam and Satan; an opposition that has existed from the time of human creation up to now. God addresses man in A"raf verse (Quran) in the following way: "We created you, then we gave you figure, and told the angels to genuflect. All genuflected except Satan. God said "when I ordered you to genuflect what made you disobey?", Satan said "I am better than him; you have made me from fire and him from mud" (A"raf, 7, p. 11-12 ). Rumi has perfectly stated this opposition in Masnavi.
Hence there is no absolute evil in the world; evil is relative, know this also In the realm of time there is no poison or sugar that is not a foot (support) to one and a fetter (injury) to another To one a foot, to another the fetter; to one a poison and to another like a sugar Snake poisons life to the snake, but it is death in relation to man The sea is as a garden to the water-creatures; to the creatures of earth it is death and a painful brand
In The opposition between man and woman is one of the major concepts of binary positions in the world. In theosophical poems of Rumi which revolves around the world"s bipolarity, men and women are mainly symbols. Therefore, in the poems of this theosophical scholar, men are the symbol of the saints and women are the symbol of pageants. In other words, men are under the dominance of wisdom and women are overcome by self. Men consider sense whereas women are stuck in figures. Accordingly, men are theosophical devotees and women are after mundane affairs.
This One of the main oppositions in Rumi"s viewpoints is the opposition between love and wisdom. The opposition of love and wisdom plays a critical role in most of the Sufi"s works, including Rumi"s. However, Rumi"s criticisms about wisdom in the eye of love should be extracted from the context of all of his doctrines in which they play a major role, because wisdom is an essential introduction for love as well as directing human toward God.
Partial By taking a closer look at the precious book of Masnavi, we can come to this important point that binary oppositions have been the essence of Rumi"s work. The oppositions such as positive and negative, good and evil, vice and virtue, …are completely apparent. Rumi has frequently used this effective style to introduce his intended moral and theosophical concepts to the reader. In the following, some of these oppositions are mentioned as examples:
- two pivots. Thus, the situation of story writing in that time and the theosophical basis which revolves around the bipolarity of the universe, has encouraged Rumi to form Masnavi as a rather diverse collection of oppositions and base his intellectual foundation on the spirit of opposition among the characters of the story.
